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“Let us alone'”

Secretary Metealf and the Fleet,

It is just as well perhaps that Secretary
METCALF is getting ready to make his
appearance on the Pacific Coast. We
notaon the part of the people a flagging
interest in the fleet and on the part of
the crews a slowly growing desire to
vacate the rdle of front row figures in
a spectacle. As for the officers them-
selves they have nevér regarded the
flower festivals, &¢., with anything but
aversion, The Secretary, therefore, will
do well to hasten unless he would find the
public sated and the temper of the crews
divested of even the pretence of enthu-
siasm. '

There has been little secret from the
first as to the real object of the naval
parade. Mr. MyrcaLr wants to be a
Senator and with the Senators stand.
"Used in moderation, the junket of the
fleet might have promoted his aspira-
tions. It is no small thing to furnish
sloepy towns a¢ith a sensation. It is a
very hi;&‘ning indeed to inject into the
same towns aftorward several thousands
of happy-go-Jucky sailormen with their
nockéts full of money and a consuming
thirst for spending it. The whole Cali-
fornia const has been enriched by this
beneficent shower of gold. There, for
example, is Santa Barbara, with a popu-
lation of 8,000 or 10,000, not more than
one-fifth of whom derived any profit
from the invasion, The others no doubt
anbscribed for the show and enjoyed it
within reason, but the one-fifth took in
the sailors in more ways than one and
¥ imiproved their opportunity. The re-
gilt can be imagined, The respectable
clements of the community had enough
of it when the pageant terminated, the
frugal . one-fifth. dropped the subject
when disbyrseraent ceased, and the man-
o'-warstan with an empty wallet and a
istended head was left to wonder where
hig dividend of either profit or glory
came in, It was so at San Diego, at
Loss Angeles and elsewhere. What it
will be by the time the ficet reaches
the Golden (Gate we can only conjecture,
Wa say nothing of the officers, except to
suggest that no part of it ever possessed
for them even the charm of novelty.

It will be well, therefore, for the Hon.
VicroR METCALF to hasten his steps if
he proposes to reap any advantage from
the fleet's presqpoe on and along his
shores. Unless he makes haste or all
the processes of human nature are die
verted in his favor, he will reach San

Francisco just in time to meet a lot of |

saflors thoroughly disenchanted, di-
vested of all their original ardor, de-
pleted as regards their pockets, and
desirous of nothing so much as a good
long old fashioned carouse among them-
selves. They have endured the pro-
tracted strain of a novel gayety and are
tired of it. Such funds as remain to
tham they would like to spend in their
own way. Mr. Mercanr will find, we
foar, that neither they nor the busy
vitizens of the California metropolis will
lend themselves in the proper spirit to
further schemes of holiday making.

Wemay be wide of the mark. The men
of the fleet may reach San Francisco as
full of enthusiasm as ever, the populace
vill meet them keyed to the proper pitch,
and Mr. METCALF'S prospects for the
Senate may swim upon & summer sea.
L#t 18 hope 80 if we can.

The Alleged Degeneration of the Hu.
man Race,

\ German seientiat, Dr. Fain Konta,
lius lately undertaken to prove that in
highly civilized countries man has abused
his constitutional strength and oconse-
quently is more susceptible to disease
tha#t he was in earlier times. There is
obwvioudly something to be said for this
averment, but considered as a whole
the*facts do not bear it out.

fkis unquestionably trué that as civi-
lization advances human life becomes
more complex, and the pressure upon a
man's physical resources tends to be-
come more intense. It is also true that
certain forms of disease, such, for ex-
ample, as cancer and heart weakness,
appear to be more prevalent than they
Ware a_century ago—we say “appear,”
heoduse only in & comparatively recent
perlod have the statistics of mortality

~Ms causes .been trustworthy and
sarhaustive. Neither can it be denied
that by our sanitary improvements,
the multiplication of hospitals and sani-
taria, the demonstration of the germ
drigin of discase, the discovery of anti-
to=ius and epecifics and the development
of antiseptic surgery we have sensibly
checked the natural process of elimina-
tion which brings about the survival of
the fittest and the extinction of human
- beings unable to transmit physical vigor
to-their offspring. Dr. KONia likewise
thinks that he discerns marked deteriora-
tlon in the human stomach, owing to
what he alleges to be the present swift
docay and loss of the teeth,

Much of this may be admitted, but
there is prepol t evidence on the
other side. If it were a faoct that in
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be acknowledged the birth rate has
declined so notably that the pogulation
remains ost stationary from one
Against this phe-

the ability to outlive the Scriptural three
soore years and ten, and even to survive
for a century, is much more frequently
exhibited In France to-day than it was
four generations ago. Then, again, Ger-
many, where there is less illiterapy and
where oulture {8 more widely Aiffused
than it is in the French Republio, has at
once a high birth rate and a low death
rate. As for the supposed injurious in-
fluence of the decay and loss of teeth on
the stomach, it is notorious that the
extraordinary development of the art of
dentistry in the last half century and the
studious oare of teeth now inoulcated and
almost universally practised by highly
oivilized psoples have brought about an
astonishing changs. We scaroely ever
see now in men and women under age
mouths disfigured by the loss or decay
of teeth, whereas this was a common
sight up to fifty years ago.

The official records of Geneva, which

| have been kept carefully for a long

period, prove that the average duratién
of human life is materislly greater than
it was a hundred and fifty or a hundred
years ago. Not only the average length
of human existence but the retention
of physical and intellectual vigor, or
what is called the prime of life, tends
to be prolonged. The age limit of use-
fulness has in practice been pushed
forward, The fruitful activity of men
over sixty and even seventy years of
age is a phenomenon far more frequently
observed to-day than it was a hundred
years ago. NAPOLEON'S career was over
at forty-six; Vox MOLTKE'S can scarcely
be said to have begun, so far as great
achievements were ooncerned, till he
was nearly seventy. What is true of
| war is true of diplomaoy, of law, of medi-
!dne, of every fleld of work in which
| mental and physical energy is indispensa-
ble. When, in a word, we examine im-
partially all the data, weighing accu-
rately all the evidence pro and con, we
seemn justified in taking ad optimistio
rather than Dr. KON1G'S pessimistio view
of the effect of civilization on the bodily
well being and longevity of man,

As for the incroased ability of high ly
civilized man to withstand the attacks
of disease, this will be evident when we
recall the devastation wrought in mediem-
val Europe by the plague; as, for example,
by the Black Death, which in the middle
of the fourteenth century is believed to
have destroyed in several countries at
least a third of their inhabitants. No
such appalling mortality oould now be
caused by any contagious malady.

De Mortuls.

When in the course of an animated
wake the deceased sits suddenly up-
right and proceeds to participate in'the
ceremonies, instead of eliciting cries of
thankfulness and joy from the company
he generally suoceeds in creating a panic
and putting everybody to flight. A cer-
tain analogy is more than intimated in the
circumstance of Mr. CHARLES W. MonsE,

some six hundred thousand dollars,

The Police Problem in New York,

New York should have the best police
foroe in the world because it needs the
best police force in the world. Why this
, in s0o Commissioner BrwomAM explains
in an article in the North American Re-
view for May, which every citizen in-
terested in the welfare and good name
of this city should read. New York is
divided by the East and Harlem rivers
and by the bay; on the East Side there is
a congestion of population such as exists
nowhere else in the world, while the out-
lying districts on Long and Staten islands
are so sparsely settled that police beats
are impracticably long, one of them on
Staten Ieland requiring twenty miles of
patrolling. But the problem is not
merely topographical and residential.
If there are thousands of tenants in one
block on the East Side, there are as many
thousands in one downtown skyscraper,
and these business hives continue to mul-
tiply. Furthermore, New York is the
most cosmopolitan and polyglot city in
the world.

“In London the alien population ls not so large
as to cut a serious figure In the statistics of crime,
while In New York 80 per centum of all malefactors
arralgned In the courts are of foreign birth, and the
Now York police, moreover, are compelied to deal
not only with the predatory eriminals of all nations,
including our own, but with the feuds of the Siolllan
mafia, the Neapolitan. camorra, the Armenian
hunchakists, the Chinese tongs, and with other
internecine quarrels of the soum of the earth.”

The police of London, which compared
with New York is a compact city for
all its size, deal mainly with an English
speaking population; yet in London there
is one patrolman to 408 inhabitants and
in New York one to 547. Here are other
comparisons, all to the disadvantage of
New York: Washington, one patrolman
to 485 inhabitants; Philadelphia one to
511; St. Louis, the same ratio; Boston,
one to §09; Liverpool, one to 449; Dublin,
one to 330; Berlin, one to 340; Budapest,
one to 320, In the five boroughs of New
York there are 3,006 miles of streets and
7,839 men'to patrol them, or there would
be as many if the following detaiis were
not necessary: 300 policemen to the
detective bureau, 330 to traffic regula-
tion, 175 to the courts, 82 to municipal
departments and offices, 116 to Central
Park, 76 to the Health Department, and
18 to boiler inspection. As the average
number of men reporting sick daily is
200, and 50 are absent on leave, 6,478 are
left for patrol duty, or 70 men to each
of 92 precincts, In view of the topo-
graphical, residential, business and ra-
cial conditions in New York, General
BivoEAM thinks that the patrol force
should be inkreased to provide one police-
man to every 400 inhabitants.

But augmenting the foroe would fur-
ther impair efficiency, in General
BINGEAM'S

-

 made for & staff of civilidn detectives;

g wery | after hia break wi

for striot regulation of pawnbrokers
(including daily returns of transactioms)
and of the sale of offensive weapons; and
most [mportant of all, for a ten Yyear
term for the Commissioner and his re-
moval by Governor or Mayor only on
publication of reasons for dismissal,
and not, as , at the will of either.
Why a civilian branch of the detective
bureau? Commissioner BINOHAM re-
plies that as the bureau is now consti-
tuted “all the members of the police force
are well known, and can be easily known
to aeriminals of all kinds, as well as to the
orooked politicians who are at the bottom
of the present lack of efficienoy in the
Police Department.* He proposes that
the fund to maintaln a staff of civillan
detectives be at the absolute disposal of
the Commissioner, subject to audit by
the Mayor, the Comptroller and the Pres-
ident of the Civil Service Commissien.
Thus the head of the Department would
be able to employ men who were some-
thing more than “rule of thumb® de-
tectives.

Opinions may differ concerning the
question of a ten years term for the
Police Commissioner, and a civilian de-
teative staff, clandestine in its methods,
may not generally recommend itself,
but the foroe will never be reformed if
publio sentiment does not vigorously
support & Commissioner who is working
and fighting devotadly to give New York
a oapable police administration. As
General BINGHAM says:

“In the last analysis 18 comes to this: that the
police are just as good or just as bad as the oltisens
make them, and If the better element of eltizsenship
refuses 1o conoern itself about the guardianship of
law and order 1! has no right to complaln when
the erooked element does.”

New York in our time has not had a
Commissioner as militant and indomita-
ble for reform as General BINGRAM. The
police crook, the political crook and the
professional crook are in league against
him, desperately bent upon his destruc-
tion. If he suffers defeat in his tre-
mendous battle for an adequate police
foroe it will be because the citizens of
New York refuse or neglect to hold up
his hands. Do they deserve such a
fearless champion as THEODORE A.
BixorAM? The question is not to be
answered by saying that he has defects
of temperament and is not on all occa-
sions the wisest of men.

A Literary Scandal.

A scandal of formidable magnitude,
one not unlike the Carlyle-Froude affair,
is stirring literary Germaoy in an un-
usual degree. Earlier in the year a book
was published at Jena entitled “Franz
Overbeck and Friedrich Nietzache,” by
OARL ALBRECET BemNouinLr. In it at
great length and with clearness was
described the friendship of OVERBECK—a
well known church historian and culture
novelist, born at 8t. Petersburg of Ger-
man and English parents—and NIETZSCHE
during their Basel period. Interesting
for the student is the story of his rela-
tions with RICHARD WAGNER and that
mighty scholar JACOB BURCKHARDT, the
historian of the Renaissance. As a mere
youth NrerzacHE had won the praises of
both RrerscHL and BURCKHARDT for his
essay on THEOGN1S, This was before
1869, in which year at the age of 26 he took
his doctor's degree and accepted the
ohair of classical philology at Basel. His
friend OVERBROK noted his dangerously
rapid intellectual development and does
not fail to record, what has never been
scknowledged by the dyed in the wool
Nietzechians, that the “Master” had
read and inwardly digested MAx STIR-
NER'S anarchistic work “The Ego and
His Own.” Not only is this long deniad
fact set forth, but OVERBECK in a careful
analysis reaches the positive conclusion
that notwithstanding his profound erudi-
tion, his richly andowed nature, FRIED-
RIOR NIETZSCHE {8 not one of the world's
great men; that in his mad endeavor to
carve himself inte the semblance of his
own Superman he wrecked Yrdn and
body.

The sad irony of this book lies in the
fact that the sister of NikTz8cHE, Frau
ForRsTER-NIETZSCHE, who nursed the
poet-philosopher from the time of his
breakdown in 1888 till his death in 1000;
who for twenty years has by pen and
personally made such a successful prop-
aganda for his ideas, is in at least three
letters—for the first time published by
BerNovUTLLI—insulted grievously by her
brother. This posthumous hatred as ex-
pressed in the acrid prose of NIETZSCHE
is terribly disenchanting. He calls her a
meddlesome woman without a particle of
understanding of his ideals. He declares
that she has martyred him, has made him
ridiculous, and in the last letter he wrote
her, dated December, 1886, he wonders
at the enigma that has made two persons
of such widely different temperaments
blood relatives. BERNOUILLI, the editor
of these Overbeck letters, adds insult
to injury by calling the unselfish, noble
minded sister and biographer of her
brother a tyrannical and not very intel-
lectual person, who often wounded her
brother with her advioe and criticism.

At this the storm broke. Mme.
FORRSTER-NIETZSCHE lives at upper
Weimar, where is erected the Nietzsche
archive, from which yearly an ever ris-
ing flood of documents is poured forth,
Through her literary lieutenant, PETER
GasT—whose real name is HEINRICH
KosgLiTz—she went to law to enjoin the
publisher, EVGEN DIEDERICHS of Jena,

from printing the second volume of |

the Overbeok work. PETER GAsT doubts
the authenticity of these letters, for as
he truthfully points out, the love of
Nrmrzscuk for his sister, as evidenced
by an ample correspondence, was great.
We recall the touching exclamation of
the sick philosopher when onoe at his sis-
ter's house in Weimar he saw her weeping:
“Don't ory, little sister, we are all so
happy now.” That “now” had a sinister
significance, for the brilliant thinker was
quite helpless and incapable of reading
through the page of a book, though he
was never the lunatic pictured by some
of his opponents. A deep melancholy
had settled upon his soul and he died
without the light of a returned reason.
It has not occurred to German critios
that these letters even if genuine are
the product of a diseased imagination.
NIRTZSONE was & very suspicious man
th WaanNes, He sul-
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',tynnny of the

aptly described as the
human face.”

As is known, in certain forms of mental
delusion the patient turns against those |
he once loved best. Perhaps this may |
explain the disagreeable letters which |
should never have seen the light of day. |
Legally or no, the sistar of the dead man |
has a moral right to demand that such |
painful matter shall ba e‘xoluded from |
puBlication, Her fight during two dec-
ades for her brother has won her univer-
sal admiration., Nevertheless the whole
episode is ugly and has brought to the |
public knowledge of unsuspected heart |
burnings and personal bickerings. The |
literary life, too, can be “strenuous.” i

A Modern Proclamation,

Governor C. N. HasggLL of Oklahoma
breaks from the conventional proclama-
tion style and addresses his people in
small capitals, capitals and fullface. His
announcement of a legal holiday on May 7
looks like an editorial clipped from a
yellow or vellowish newspaper, Inheavy
black type that we do not attempt to
transcribe it asserts “In Unity There In
Strength.” He says: |,

" The honest people or the speclal Interest will
rule,

“WHICH SHALL IT BE?

* Shall the oreatures of GOD or the oreatures of

the Legislature rule the country'”

At the time of the adoption ol the
Oklahoma Censtitution it was believed
that in the new State at least the crea-
tures of the Legislature would be under
pretty strict control, but

“The past and present warn us—the General
Government must be brought nearer the people.

“ All pledges of future action are stale with age,
and the path of the past Is strewn with wrecks of
the people’s fondest hopes.

“ Loud acelaim and fierce denunciation still leave
the people with empty hands.”

Many are satisfied as long as their
mouths are full. Not 80 in Oklahoma:

“TRE PEOPLE MUST ACT!
"WHEN! Now |
“AMEND THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION
“How ?
“(A) NLUBOF ONITED STATES BENATORS AY DIRRCT
vore,
“(M) LBOALIZE AN INCOME TAX,
“(0) MAKE CONSTITUTIONAL AN BMPLOYERS' LIA-
BILITY LAW."

*The people are all powerful in action,
but graft, greed and monopoly rule
while the people are silent,” asserts the
Governor. (Graft, greed and monopoly
have slim opportunity to rule in these
noisy timea. But Governor HASKELL “in
tha interest of Government rendering
equal and exact justice to both the rich
and the poor” proclaims his legal holi-
day, that:

“ Our people may assemble and confer together.
I urge that all advocates of good government--

“The Farmers, in thelr lodge rooms

“ The Commerelal Clubs In thelr halls,

“ The Laborers in their unions.

“ All Socleties for the promotion of Morals and
Intelligence,

“ All you who belleve that the Laborer Is worthy
of his hire; that the home Is sacred and domestie
happiness should be promoted—

“ May 80 sssemble and adopt resolutions de-
manding your Congressmen and Senators support
all of thess five amendments to the Constitution,
and before you rest mall your resolutions to Wash
Ington.

* Go after reforms in a practical manner -all
promises and no results diseredit your sineerity.

* Your duty done, let us pray that beyond our
own small State, weak, alone In this fight for good
government, that our sister States throughout the
Unlon may add thelr power.”

Visitors to Oklahoma are warnad that
the adjectives “weak"” and “small” as
used here are merely rhetorical. Stran-
gers in the State will use them at their
own risk. But, says Governor HABKELL:
DO IT NOW! ACTION DEFERRED IS OPPOR.-

TUNITY LOST!"

A good, eye captivating prociamation.
Governor HASKELL knows how to use
type. To silence old fogies who might
question the authenticity of a document
g0 unusual in appearance it bears this
certificate:

“ Attest: BiLy, Cross, Secretary of State.”

No one will doubt the genuineness of
BILL'S signature, no matter in what
typographical form it may appear.

What a sage HeNrRY WATTERSON would
be to-day in the esteem of all Democrata if
during his long and often feliditous career
he had devoted half as much time and half
as many oolumns to the impersonal exposi-
tion of Democratio principles as he haa to
the explanation of his own position with
regard to ideas and events.

Our esteemed contemporary the (Courrier
dea Elata-I/nis announced vesterday the
unexpectad death of ita principal proprietor
and editor, Mr. HExrY P. Sampers, and
said of him: “His unique preoocupation
every day and every instant was to make
the newspapar indiapensable to the French,
to make it the organ par ercellence of French
thought in America.” His sucoess has been
notable. Probably a deliberata preconocep-
tion of a journal's special usefulness and
limited provinos has never been pursued
more rigidly, more consistently and more
ably than in the case of this exoellent news-
paper published daily in New York in one
of the many languages of this metropolis.

We observe that the Southern newspapers
of real consequenoe have taken very languid

| such as we are undergoing is sure to draw

interest in the banquet of the Cosmopolitan
Society at which white and oolored per- |
sons met around the festal board and !
explained their various theories of social |
equality, together with their plans for solv- |
ing the race question. It was a negligible
affair at best, and our contemporaries on l
the other side of Mason and Dixon's line
have done well to view it in that light,

T:.I pdrun- o{ 1?: .Jt:‘a.‘ﬂ boom |n N":o Fng-
! s due entire s 0
J’bnllm Is. ﬂoo{ of the s

ing out for him think be is TOM L. JORNSON. Thia
may sound like a )oka but It actually Is & serious
fach,—~GEORGE FRED WILLIAMS, .

0Of oourse the Bryan men whom the un-
mistakable WILLIAMS assumes to lead are
the only intelligent Democrats in New

England.

The Green Bag is a thing of knowledge,
and it surprises us to find in its offepring,
Legal Bibliography, in the course of a trib-
ute to the literary versatility of FreEpERIC
J. S1iMs0N, this passage:

“Those fortunale readers who know his college
skit ‘Rollo's Journey to Cambridge’ recoguize in
him & veln of wit In sharp contrast o the dry
statistics of ' American Statute Law.' "

Is Colonel JorN Tyusn WHEELWRIORT'S

notorious claim disputed by Mr. STiMsoN?

There's nothing but gloom and opaqueness and

We don't balleve it , 1. . o,

by £
oy s ¥y
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fered from the mania of persecution.! I§ THERE TO BE A REVOLU. |
He hated mankind and fled to the heights
of Bils-Maria to escape, what Por .o'T

N IN ETHICS? ' '
TION IN ETHI(US From the Boston correapondence of the Spring-

To tas Eprron or Tur Sun—8ir: A
revolution in theology and in our conosp-
tion of the government of the universe

with it a revolutionary movement in ethics.
There lies before me a review artiole giving
an account of a number of books on ethics
which are widely at variance, it appears,
with the ethics of Christianity. The general
tendenacy of the authors seems to ba to re-
Ject altogether the Christian type of charac-
ter as artificial and weak, and to aim at
substituting for it something more robust
and, it is assumed, more in accordance
with ‘nature. One theorist is represented
as regarding humanity in its present form
only as transiens material out of which is
to be wrought the “Superman.” In what
respect, 8o far as our conoceptions extend,
has Christian ethics falled? It has given
birth fo the warrior as well as to the martyr,
to the virtues of the softer as well as to
those of the stronger sex. Communities
which have kept ita rules, as well as in-
dividuals, have been happy.

The Christian ideal of character and life
went essentially unchanged through the
violence of the Middle Ages and the vioes
of the Papacy. It wassomewhat perverted
by asosticism; but it was the same in
Anselm, Thomas & Kempis and 8t. Louis,
as {t is in their ocounterparts now. Nor
does it seem to fese by denunciation of
theological dogma. The moral principles
and aspirations of good free thinkers or |
Positivists remain still essentially Christian.

The ethical ideal which is now being set
up against the Christian apparently is that
of the Greeks. In literature and art Greeoe,
or rather Athens, or, to speak still more
oorrectly, a limited number of free citizens
in ‘Athens, was preeminent: but its pre-
sminenoe, if we may trust {ts own moralists,
hardly extended to morals.

GoLpwiN SMITH.

P. 8.1 have read the Pope's letter to
the Bishop of Limerick, in which his Holi-
ness denies that Modernism had any hold
on Cardinal Newman. I must not venture
to contradiot infallibllity; but does his
Holiness recollect that Cardinal Manning
acoused Cardinal Newman of “minimizing*®
Catholiciam? There can be very little
doubt that there was a modification toward
the close of Cardinal Newman's life, which
I suspect would have extended to the abso-
lute belief once professed by him in the
authenticity of Papal miracles. Did New-
man toward the latter part of his life
take any active part in proselytism? His
Holiness, no doubt, can tell.

VIRTUES OF THE WooDCUT.

Superfority of a Dying Art to Its Cheaper
Successor,

From the New York Medical Journal,

We are glad to learn that the Association of
Women Principals of the Publiec Schools of New
York bas taken up certaln Important questions con -
nected with the care of school chlldren's eyes.
Physiclans have for years been convinced of the
deleterious affects of the maddening glare glven out
by the glazed paper which Is used In books when it
s thought desirable to lllustrate them with balf
tone engravings. In some foreign publications
we find balf tones handsomely printed o paper
which Is almost If not quite unohjectionable so far
as glare Is concerned. Our French and German
richanges, for example, afford ample evidence of
this

Many of the half tone engravings are in a high
degree artistic, and they bave the advantage of pre-
senting undeniable reproductions of photographie
pletures, with all their good polints and all thelr bad
ones.  For all that, however, we prefer woodouts
for most purposes, Where are the half tones that
present such lucld depletions as are to be found, for
Instance, in the old woodcuts of Sappey's Anatomy?*
Hut the woodeuts must be of a high order of excel
lence, and to whom shall we turn now for such
work In wood cutting as we were accustomed to a
few decades ago® Doubtless a few accomplished
wood engravers still survive, but their numbers
must be steadily diminishing Wood engraving,
alas, I8 almost a lost art. As a rule an engraving
on wood |8 more expensive than a half teme block,
and doubtieas that fact will stand In the way of a
general return to the wood, but It ought not to pre -
vent our taking all practicable ateps to safeguard
the children’s eyes.

The Maltiform Washington Ple.

To tAs Eprror or THR SON-—Sir: At last the
true Washington ple {8 coming into {ts own, | was
glad to read the correct version as given by Fliza
beth Raymond.  The bread erumb and other scrap
heap messes as served to thé unfortumate city
dwellers are a libel on a very famous product. To
get the true and original artiele it must be sought
In Its native lair, among the rock ribbed New Eag-
land hills, where toey grow rook ribbed digestions
to compete with the native cullnary art.

Your correspondent, however, has deseribed but
one variety of this famous dainty. When 1 was
at school In New Hampshire a varlety that most
appealad to onr lusty appetites had a flling of thick
cream custard, which oozed richly from between
the cake layers when bitten Into by hungry jaws
(forks were made for grownups, anyway). An.
other variety was filled with chocolate,

Nxw Yomrx, May 1. GRANTTE STATR.

Absent Minded King Peter.
Belgrade corraspondence Pall Mall Gasetle.

During the late ministerial crisls King Peter
ordered Dr. Kalleviteh to be summoned to court
to tender his advice. When reminded that this
statesman was dead his Majesty cheerfully replied:
“Of course, of course, it had slipped my memory;
well, no matter—another time.”

The Next to the Greatest Third Termer.

To T Eprror or TAR SON-—Sir:  Bela Toka)!
commences a letter to THE SUN this morning by
misquoting, ‘Those the gods ‘led destroy they
first make mad.”

e rest of his letter would indicate that the gods
have got busy. Jomw J. Fameg,

NEW YORK, May 1.

Examined and Admitted.

To TR EDITOR OF THE SUN--Sir: Have Cool
& High, insurance brokers doing business in Dene
ver, Col., at an altitude of 5,230 feet, been passed
upon by the commitiee on admisslons of the Hall
of Fame? P. A C

Hor Spninos, Va., April 0,

To the New Director of Opera.
Signor Glullo Gatel Casasza,
To you New York takes off Its hat, sir!
We pin our earnest hopes on you,
And you'll ind plenty here to do.

To make us all feel satisfied,
Here are some things you might provide:

A chorus that can sing Its part;
Listeners who do not think it smart
Hefore the end 1o leave one's seat

And drown the notes with shuffling feet;
Scene shifters who'll do as they're told;
Tenors who never have a cold;
Sopranos who are headache proof;
Fresh alr from orchestra to roof;

No garlic In the rall bird crowd;
Brasses that will ot play 0o loud;
New operas glven on request—

New, but as good as Vordl's best!

Signor Glullo Gatti-Casazsa,

11 only you'll arrange all that, sir,
With praise the wown will overfiow,

Most noble Impresario!
R. H. Trrasnixaron,

A May Madrigal.
Oh, why should the spirit of mortal be proud!
We live In a land that is burdensd and bowed
With trusts and with tyrante—according to some;
And things are essentially now on the bum!

Oh, why should the spirit of mortal be proud!

cloud
‘Twixt us and prosperity! Doomward we sink,
And things are essenslally now on the bilak!

Oh, why should the spirit of mortal be proud?
We're ruled by the rich and the altitude browed;
The plute Is & prince and the poor man a dog,
And things are essentlally now on the bhog!

THE UNREAD MESSAGES.

field Republican. '

As the Treasury surplus decreasss (he
surplus of Roosevelt special messages rapidly
{noreases. There must be 1,000 pages of them
in the Goverfment Printing Ofce by this
time, and . tons upon tons of unread copies,
for the man in (he atreet has left off reading
this superfluous literature. It no longer in-
terests him, partly because much of it i
simple iteration and reiteration of what we
had two and three years ago and in prodigious
abundance last year, before the panioc came
and for & brief respite the flow of White House
words ceased. It has begun again, and who
can say how far jt will go? There are mes-
sages to burn—and that is the best use to
which they ean be put. As & fuss maker Mr.
Roosevelt surpasses all recent Presidents;
but this last spool of message does not even
make & fuse; it has fallen dead except at
Washington, where it seems to bave {ncreased
the anger of the Republican Congressmen
and Benators, who declare (with truth) that
such doouments help the Demoorats and
prevent the do-nothing policy of the ma-
chine from running smoothly aloog. Tt
could not even get read In the House, (t seems,
o tightly have the bosses and Speaker Can-
non tled up the natural activity of the Repre-
sentatives, But that is no matter, for its
influence ia little or nothing. It tickles the
strange vapity of Bostonlass to find they
have abuses loud enough to be heard in Wash-
inglon and get named in & White House
bundle of sticks, big and little. But the
parallel to this message elsewhere is that ory
of the Mussulman fruit seller in Constanid-
nople: “In the name of the Prophet, Fige'"

The President bas brought his crop to &
poor market this time.

The Fugitives,

Yo rux Eprron or TeE Bux—Sir: 1 have
been greatly interested in reading your edi-
torial to-day on the reception of the Presi-
dent's message in the halls of Congress,

Think of grave and dignified Senators and
Members stahding in their places, with arms
folded If need be, listening in silence to &
tirade from Mr. Roosevelt!

Pathetic, is it not? ET W

Naw Yonx, April %0,

Fried Oysters.

Yo rus Epiron or THS SUN—Sir- Just because
they can sprinkie in a few hot words 10 taste, such
A8 “nuamces” your correspondents writing abeut
fried oysters doa't prove thai they know beans
about the subjeot. I don't know what “nuances”
means: kind of thought | did when 1 firsi came
upon 1t In & SoN dramatle review, clung to hope
when It popped up in & musical review, but lost all
hope when | struek It In A dramatie and then an
art review, gnd got mad all through when 1 found
ftina ry leiter. There are subjects which
should be treated respoctfully.

Butl what I'm here to say s that it Is all fool-
Ishness 1o talk about comparative merit In
fried oysiers, because there Is no merit whatever
in the least evil of them. An oysier ls no more
designed (o be fried than a strawberry to be brolled
or a cantaloupe to be roasted. “Angels on horse-
back,” small oysters skewered with alternate but-
tons of fat bacon and lightly brolled, Is the nearest
the oyster will be subjecied to the frying process
by any one baving the slightest knowiledge of the
art of cooking or a trace of seif-respect

Not wishing to appear dogmatic | only add that

the above Is not an expression of opinion capable |

of successful contradiction; It Is merely an indis-
putable fact, BLum PoiNT,
NEw YORK, May 2.

The Color of Beecher's Halr.

To TR Foiror op THE Sun—Sir: The color of
Henry Ward Heecher's hair s of no gread Im
portance, but it stems 1o be of Interest, as many
persons have spoken to me about It since my casual
mention of 1t in THE SUN as “black,” and one cor-
respondent corrects me by writing you: “He was a
pronounced blond; that is, his halr was auburn
colored.”

Well, Websteg defines & “dlond” as “s person of
very falr complexion, with light hair and blue eyes,”
while "suburn” Is specified as “reddish brown.
So that tale discredits itself.

1 knew Beecher from my seventh year, when be
eame to Brooklyn, unill my forty seventh, when he
died, and for many years saw him not only Sundays
but every day In the week, and my distinct recol-
lection of him |s with very dark halr, although not
black Hke the Ttallan hair. This agrees with the
memory of sundry friends of his whom [ have
asked, and o make sure [ wrote 1o his son, Will-
lam C. Beecher of Brooklyn, who replies: “To the
bhest of my remembrance, father's hair was dark
brown--almost black.” For the resi, his complex -
lon was not falr, but ruddy, and bis eye large and
pale blue, although darkening to gray when he was
aroused. Jomx R. Howanp,

MONTCLAIR, N, J., May 1.

Od Cannon & Olock Weight,
From the Kennebec Jowrnal,

The most unique clock welght In Maine s that
of the Baptist church at Cherryfield, an old smooth
bore canpon. The old cannon was one of the old
smooth bore type and was brought by Gleason R.
Campbell frqm Boston on one of the return trips
of lumber vessels. It was brought to fire salutes,
a8 the stirring days of the civil war were at hand,
After announcing many Unlon vietories during the
war, at the surrender of Lee In 1685 |t was taken
out for a final and great salute. Robert L. Willey,
a soldler of the war, who was at home on furlough,
was In charge of the cannon, and through some

gement & premature discharge of the gun
threw Mr. Willey high in the air, filled bis face with
powder and tore one arm off close at the shoulder,
The old gun was then spiked by the angry cltizens
and did no more salute service. When the Second
Baptist Church bullding was bullt In 1878, a welght
being wanted for the clock the old gun was used.
For thirty years It did clock duty untl] 1908, when
1t onoe more recelved a baptsm of fire and fell In
the ruins of the church conflagration that Decem-
ber. When the new clock was Installed In the new
chureh bullding In 1908 once more the old cannon
mounted the tower to do clock duty,

London's Last Private Garden,
From the Pall Mall Gazelte.

It Is sad 10 hear that the last of the private gar-
dens In the city of London s coming to an end.
No. 4 Crosby square, with its beautiful old stair-
case and pleasant rooms, I8 to be pulled down
Ripe figs were gathered In tho summer of 1893 from
the fig tree on the wall, and other trees grew near
the fountain in the middle of the garden. An 1880
edition of Murray's “London” states that the pres.
ent houses In Crosby square were bullt In 1877,
This was the year in which the Lady Mary was
married to Willlam of Orange.

Callfornia Alligator Farm.
Los Angeles correspondence Boltimore Sun,

One thousand alligators, ranging from the length
of & lead pencll to monsters that could crush & man
In thelr Jaws, arvived Lo day from the southwestern
part of Loulslana and were landed loose In a new
‘gator farm In East Los Angeles. They were
brought In a speclally arranged freight car over
the Southern Pacific.

The inoreasing demand for alligator leather,
which ls converted Into pocketboods and hand-
bags, makes the consignment of saurians valuable
and accounts for the new industry started here,

Turks Objected te Horsea' Names.
From (he Londen Telegraph.

The horses belonging to the Iate British Am.
bassador at Constanunople, Sir Nicholas O'Conor,
have been sold by auction. The usual notice was
put in the local press, but the censor 1ook exoeption
a8 \here were horses {n the lles with the names Pasha,
Selim and Haroun, whioh he considered was offen -
&nunm.mmumu-mrm|

e nAmes.

The Main Point,
Knlcker—A man claims to have a formula for
making dlamonds,
Bocker—That's nothing; can be make a pitcher?

The Freight.
Knloker—What Ia the prospect for the summer?
Booker—That the rallroads’ principal business
will be swinging candidates around the clrcle.

Misplaced Energy.

A strenuous

ent forth one day and fished,
And in his brawny fist
baseball bat he swished.
teh the y prize

the he sat
might 1t head
feel his heavy ba

‘o ball,
&J:lm .
fancy hook
dangled then
practiend
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RONAN HOLIDAYS.

A Praise of New Rone,
Copyright, 1008, by W. D, Howells,

Rous, April 20.~Rome and I had both
grown older sinoe I had seen her last, but
she seemed not to show 8o much as I the
forty-three years that had passed, Nat.
urally s oty that was already twenty-seven
centuries (and no one knows how mych
more) of age would not betray the lapse
of time from 1884 to 1008 a8 a man must who
was then only twenty-seven years of age
In faot I should say that Rome looked, if
anything, younger at our second meeting,
or at any rate newer; and I am so warm a
friend of youth (in others) that 1 waa not
sorry to find Rome young, or merely new,
in so many good things. At the same tima
I must own that 1 heard no other foreigner
praising her for this except a fellow sei-
tuagenarian, who had seen Rome carlfer
even than I, and who thought it well that
the Ghetto should have been cleared away,
though some visitors (who had never lived
{n & Ghetto) thought it a pity {f not a shame
and an incaloulable loss to the picturesque
These also thought the Tiber Embankments
a wicked sacrifice tg the commonplace
though the mud banks of other days invited
the torrent to an easy overflow of whols
quarters of the town, which were left reek
ing with the filth of the flood that overlay
the constant flith of the streets, and ocom-
bined with it to an effeot of disease and of
discomfort not always personally unknown
to the politest lover of the picturesque
There ased to be a partioular type of typhoid
known as Reman faver, but now quite un-
known, thanks to the Tiber Embankments
and to the light and air let into the purlieus
of that medieval Rome for which the in
judiolous grieve so loudly. The perfact
municipal housekeeping leaves no darkest
and narrowest lane or alley unswept; every
morning the shovel and broom go over tha
surfaces of regions formerly almost impas-
sable to the foot and entirely impossible
to the nose.

I am speaking quite literally as well as
frankly, and though I can understand
why some envious New Yorker, remember-
ing our blackguard streets and avenues,
should look askanoe at the decency of the
newer Rome and pretend it an offenco
against beauty and poetry, I do not ses
why a Londoner, who lives himself in a
well kept town, should join with any of
my fellow barbarians in hypocritically de-
ploring the modern spirit which has s
happily invaded the Eternal City. The
Londoner should rather entreat us not to
be humbugs and should Invite us to joln
him in rejoicing that the death rate of
Rome, once the highest in the civilized
world, is now almost the lowest. But tha
language of Shakespeare and Milton is ton
often exhausted in deploring the modernity
which has housed us aliens there in such
perfeot comfort and safety. One must
confine oneself to instanoes, and
may take that of the Ludovisi Quarter, as
it is called, where I dwelt in 8o much peace
and pleasure except when 1 was reminded
that it was formed by plotting the lovely
Villa Ludovisi in streets and house lots
and building it up in attractive hotels and
apartment houses. Even then I did not
suffer so keenly as some younger people,
who had never seen the villa, seemed to
do, though there are still villas to burn In
and about Rome, and they could not really
mise the Ludovisi. It was a pretty place,
but not beyond praise, and the quarter also
is pretty, though also not beyond praiss.
The villa was for the pleasure and pride
of one family, but it signified, even in its
beanty, nothing but patrigian splendor,
which is a poor thing at best; and the quar-
ter s now for the pleasure and pride of
great numbers of tourists, mostly of that
plutocracy from which a final democracy
is inevitably to evolve itself. 1 could mseo
no cause to beat the Lireast in this; and In
humbler instances, even to very humble,
I could not find that thirigs were nearly as
bad in Rome as they had been painted.

There is no doubt bot at one time, di-
reotly after the ooming of the capital to
Rome, Rome was badly overbuilt, Thera
is no doubt, aleo, that Rome has grown
up to these rash provisions for her growth,
and that she now “stuffs out her vacant
garments with her form" pretty fully.
One must not say that all the flats in all
the houses are ocoupied, but most of them
are, and if now the property of the specu-
lators is the property of the banks the banks
are no bad landlords, and the law does not
spare them the least of their duties to their
tenants, &r so at least it is said.

Another typical wrong to the old Rome,
or rather to the not yet Rome, was the build-
ing up, beyond the Tiber, of the Quarter
of the Fields, so called, where Zola in his
novel of “Rome” placed most of the squalor
which he 8o lavishly employs in its con-
trasts. In these he shows himself the ro-
manticist that he frankly owned he always
was in apite of himself; but when I hag read
his book I made it my affair to visit the
scenes of poverty and misery in the Quar-
tiere dei Prati. When I did so I found that
1 had already passed through the quarter
without noting anything especially poor
or specifically miserable, and 1 went a third
time to make sure that I had not overlooked
something impressively deplorable. But
1 did not see above three tenement houses.
with the wash hung from the windows #nd
the broken shutters of poverty and misery,
in a space where in the East Side or the
North Side in New York I could have
counted such houses by the score, almost
the hundred. In this quarter the streets
were swhpt every morning as they are every-
where in Rome, and though toward noon
they were baginning to look as slovenly as
our streets look when they have just been
“cleaned,” | knew that the next morning
these worst avenues of Rome would be
awept as our best never have heen since
the days of Waring.

Beyond them their generous breadth has
already been bordared by pleasant stuocco
villas of the pretty Italian type, fleetingly
touched but not spoiled by the taste of
the art mowveaw, standing in their own
grounds, and not so high fenced but one
could look over their garden walls into the
trees and flowers that brightened ahout
them. Like suburban effects are character-
Istio of the new wide residential streets on
the hither side of the Tiber, and on both
shores the streets expand from time to
time into squares, with more or less tolera-
ble new monuments—say of the Boston
average—in them. The busineas streets
where they bear the lines of the frequently
recurrent trams are spacious ahd straight,
and though they are not the Corso, the
Corso itself, it must be remembered, is
only a street of shops by no means im-
pressive and is mostly dim under the over-
towering walls of palaces which have no
space to be dignified in. Now and then
their open portals betray a glimpse of
fountained or follaged ocurt, and whether
these palaces are outwardly beautiful or
not no one can tell from what sight one
oan get of them; no, not even the most be-
sotted sentimentalist of all those who be-
wall the loss of medimval Rome when they
mean Rome of the Renaissance. How muc)
erased by modern
do not know, but I think not so

onea




